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rg9.68 Right to bear arms - challenge to law. 

(A) The individual right to keep and bear arms, being a fundamental individual right that 
predates the United States Constitution and Ohio Constitution, and being a constitutionally 
protected right in every part of Ohio, the general assembly finds the need to provide uniform 
laws throughout the state regulating the ownership, possession, purchase, other acquisition, 
transport, storage, carrying, sale, or other transfer of firearms, their components, and their 
ammunition. Except as specifically provided by the United States Constitution, Ohio 
Constitution, state law, or federal law, a person, without further license, permission, restriction, 
delay, or process, may own, possess, purchase, sell, transfer, transport, store, or keep any 
firearm, part of a firearm, its components, and its ammunition. 

(B) In addition to any other relief provided, the court shall award costs and reasonable attorney 
fees to any person, group, or entity that prevails in a challenge to an ordinance, rule, or 
regulation as being in conflict with this section. 

(C) As used in this section: 

(1) The possession, transporting, or carrying of firearms, their components, or their ammunition 
include, but are not limited to, the possession, transporting, or carrying, openly or concealed on a 
person’s person or concealed ready at hand, of firearms, their components, or their ammunition. 

(2) “Firearm” has the same meaning as in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code. 

(D) This section does not apply to either of the following: 

(1) A zoning ordinance that regulates or prohibits the commercial sale of firearms, firearm 
components, or ammunition for firearms in areas zoned for residential or agricultural uses; 

(2) A zoning ordinance that specifies the hours of operation or the geographic areas where the 
commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms may occur, 
provided that the zoning ordinance is consistent with zoning ordinances for other retail 
establishments in the same geographic area and does not result in a de facto prohibition of the 
commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms in areas zoned for 
commercial, retail, or industrial uses. 

 

674.02     General Prohibitions 

(a) No person shall sell, purchase, own, possess, transfer, give, deliver, receive or have on or 
about his person or use any handgun which does not contain an engraved serial number or other 
numerical identification. However, this prohibition shall not apply to any person who is in 
possession of such handgun on the effective date of this section, and who within a period of 
thirty days thereafter presents such handgun to the Division of Police, which shall inscribe 
thereon a serial number pursuant to law. 
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rg(b) No person shall receive or possess any handgun unless such person has an identification card 
issued to him and in effect, and a registration card for each such handgun, except to the extent 
that he is exempt pursuant to Section 674.06 from such requirement. 

(c) No person shall have on or about his person or use any handgun unless such person has in his 
possession an identification card issued to him and in effect, and a registration card for each such 
handgun, except to the extent that he is exempt pursuant to Section 674.06 from such 
requirement. 

(d) No person shall deliver, transfer or furnish any handgun to any person unless the transferee 
exhibits at the time of transfer an identification card valid on its face and issued to the transferee, 
and a registration card for each such handgun, except to the extent that he is exempt pursuant to 
Section 674.06 from such requirement. 

(e) No person shall use or attempt to use his handgun owner's identification card to obtain any 
handgun for any person who does not have a handgun owner's identification card issued to him 
and in effect pursuant to this chapter. No person shall knowingly permit his identification card to 
be used by another to purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about the person or use any 
handgun or handgun ammunition. 

 

674.03     Handguns Confiscated 

Any handgun which any person owns or possesses in violation of any of the provisions of this 
chapter shall, upon conviction of such person, be confiscated and destroyed by the Division of 
Police, except that any such handgun which has been reported stolen pursuant to Section 674.10 
shall be returned to the owner thereof unless possession thereof by the owner would constitute a 
violation of any provision contained in this chapter. 

 

674.04     Handgun Owner's Identification Card; Application; Prohibitions 

(a) Application for an identification card shall be made in writing, and shall be accompanied by 
an application fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) which shall be paid into the treasury of the City, 
with a separate accounting made for it. If it does not appear upon investigation that the applicant 
is prohibited by this section from being issued an identification card, the Chief of Police shall 
issue an identification card to the applicant no sooner than seven (7) days and no more than sixty 
(60) days after the date of application. 

For purposes of procuring an identification card, any and all forms and applications required 
shall be available, and may be filled out at the Central Police Station or any district police 
station. 
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Ohio, Handgun Owner's Identification Card," be serially numbered according to a system 
devised by the Chief of Police; bear the date of issue, the date of expiration, the name of the 
Chief of Police, and the applicant's name, home address, birth date, physical description, and full 
face photograph; and shall be signed by the holder. A copy of each identification card shall be 
retained by the Chief, together with a copy of the application, which documents shall be 
maintained on permanent file by the Chief and shall be confidential and shall not be deemed a 
public record nor be disclosed to unauthorized persons. 

(c) An identification card shall expire three (3) years after the birthday of the applicant that 
follows the date of issuance. 

(d) An identification card shall not be issued to: 

(1) A person now or subsequent prohibited by Section 2923.13 of the Revised Code from 
knowingly acquiring, having, carrying, or using any firearm or dangerous ordnance; 

(2) A person under twenty-one (21) years of age; 

(3) A person convicted of an illegal use or possession of narcotics; 

(4) A person with more than one conviction of being drunk and disorderly or driving a motor 
vehicle while intoxicated, either of which occurs within one (1) year before the date of 
application; 

(5) Any person with more than one conviction of a misdemeanor involving the use of force and 
violence, or the threat of the use of force and violence against the person of another within two 
(2) years before the application for the identification card. 

(e) No person shall knowingly give any false information in making application for an 
identification card, and no person shall use or attempt to use an identification card to purchase, 
own, possess, receive, have on or about his person, or use any handgun, knowing the 
identification card belongs to another, or knowing it was obtained by means of false information, 
or when it is void by reason of the holder becoming a member of the class of persons prohibited 
by division (d) of this section from being issued an identification card. 

(f) A possessor of an identification card shall become ineligible to possess such a card if he 
becomes one of that class of persons to whom an identification card cannot be issued under 
division (d) of this section, then that person shall immediately forfeit the card and return it to the 
Chief of Police. Any and all handguns owned by that person or in their possession shall be 
confiscated and disposed of by the Division of Police as provided in Section 674.03.  
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(a) Application for a handgun registration card shall be made in writing by the person claiming to 
be the owner of the handgun to be registered at any office where identification cards may be 
issued under Section 674.04. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of two 
dollars ($2.00) for each handgun to be registered, which shall be paid into the Treasury of the 
City, with separate accounting made for it When satisfied that the applicant holds a valid 
identification card and is not in that class of persons prohibited from holding the same, a 
registration card shall be issued to the applicant no sooner than three (3) days and no more than 
sixty (60) days after the date of application. 

(b) All registration cards issued under this section shall be entitled "City of Cleveland, Ohio, 
Handgun Registration Card;" be serially numbered according to a system devised by the Chief of 
Police; bear date of issue, the name of the Chief of Police, the applicant's name, home address, 
identification card number, the signature of the applicant; and contain the name, type, caliber, 
and serial number of the handgun. A copy of each registration card shall be retained by the 
Chief, together with a copy of the application, which documents shall be maintained on 
permanent file by the Chief and shall not be deemed a public record nor be disclosed to 
unauthorized persons. 

(c) Any person who sells or otherwise transfers possession of a registered handgun shall, within 
five days of the date of transfer of possession of the handgun, surrender the registration card for 
the handgun with the name, address, or social security number, and identification card number, if 
required by law, of the buyer endorsed on it, to any office where identification cards are issued, 
and obtain a receipt for it. The office receiving the same shall immediately cancel the registration 
card.  
 

674.07     Handgun Dealer's License; Fee 

(a) Every dealer in the City shall procure a license to engage in such business. Any dealer 
engaged in such business at more than one location in the City shall procure a separate license 
for each such location. 

Application for a dealer's license shall be made in writing at the office of the Chief of Police and 
shall be accompanied by an application fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00), which shall be paid 
into the City treasury, with a separate accounting made therefor. If it appears upon investigation 
that the applicant holds a Federal dealer's license, the Chief of Police shall issue a dealer's license 
to the applicant within not less than seven days nor more than sixty days from the date of 
application. A copy of each dealer's license shall be retained by the Chief, together with a copy 
of the application, which documents shall be maintained on permanent file by the Chief. 

(b) A dealer's license shall remain in effect for one year or until such time as it is revoked, 
surrendered or the dealer discontinues business as a dealer. Licenses issued pursuant to the 
provisions of this section are not transferable. 
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any applicant whose dealer's license has been revoked, nor to any applicant who has been 
convicted of a violation of any provision of this chapter, until the expiration of five years from 
the effective date of such revocation or five years from the date of conviction. The license issued 
pursuant to this section shall be prominently displayed by every dealer at his place of business. 

(d) The issuance of a dealer's license shall be restricted to locations within a general retail district 
or a semi-industrial district. Further, a dealer's license shall not be issued to an applicant whose 
location is within 1,000 feet of a school, church, day care center, liquor establishment or another 
handgun dealer. 

(e) Ninety days after February 9, 1976, no person, firm or corporation shall engage in business as 
a dealer in the City without a dealer's license. Each day of continuing violation of this section 
shall be deemed a separate offense. 

(f) No dealer, or any agent or employee of a dealer, shall fail to comply with this section or 
knowingly cause any false information to be entered on a record of purchase or sale of any 
handgun. No purchaser of any handgun shall give any false information for entry on such record 
of sale. 

 

 674.09     Handgun Dealer's Records 

(a) Every dealer shall maintain records of the purchase and sale of handguns. Such records shall 
be maintained on forms prescribed by the Chief of Police; contain the name of the dealer; and 
identify each handgun by manufacturer, model number or name, type, caliber and serial number. 
If such weapon is other than a standard model, or has been modified and improved, the record of 
sale shall give a brief description of the weapon including such information as may be necessary 
to identify it. 

(b) The record of purchase shall also contain the name of the person from whom each handgun 
was purchased and the serial number of the seller's identification card, if any, and the serial 
number of the registration card of each handgun, if any. 

(c) The record of sales shall also contain the place and date of the sale; the name, address, age 
and Social Security number of the purchaser; the serial number of the identification card of the 
purchaser, if any, or if the purchaser is a nonresident of Cleveland who is exempt from the 
requirement of an identification card pursuant to Section 674.06(b)(2), then such information as 
is contained in a valid and effective permit, authorization or identification issued at the 
purchaser's place of residence. The record of the sale shall also include the serial number of the 
registration card issued to the purchaser with respect to the handgun purchased. In the case of a 
sale from one dealer to another, the license number of the dealer shall be recorded instead of the 
serial numbers of the identification card and registration card. The record of any sale required to 
be made under this section shall be turned over to the Chief within twenty-four hours of the sale. 
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this chapter, together with all copies of and applications for identification cards and registration 
cards. Such records shall be kept in such manner as to record all of the handguns in the 
ownership and/or possession of all persons who have been issued an identification card or 
registration card. Such records shall not be deemed public records and shall not be disclosed to 
unauthorized persons. 

 

674.10     Stolen or Lost Handguns; Reports 

Whenever any handgun is stolen or lost, the person losing possession thereof shall, immediately 
upon discovery of such theft or loss, make a report thereof to the Chief of Police showing the 
following: 

(a) Name, address and Social Security number of the person owning or having possession of 
such handgun; 

(b) Kind of handgun; 

(c) Serial number of handgun; 

(d) Model; 

(e) Caliber; 

(f) Manufacturer of handgun; 

(g) Handgun registration card number, if any; 

(h) Date and place of theft or loss; 

(i) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding such theft or loss. 
 
 

 674.99     Penalty 

Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be fined not less than one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or imprisoned not more than 
twelve months, or both. Each day such violation is continued or permitted to continue constitutes 
a separate offense.  
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(a) Except as provided in division (b) of this section, no person, including but not limited to a 
parent or legal guardian, shall store or leave a loaded or unloaded firearm in any place where the 
person knows, or reasonably should know based on the totality of the circumstances, that a child 
is able to gain access to it. 

(b) Division (a) of this section shall not apply when: 

(1) A child's access to a firearm is under the supervision or control of a responsible adult for 
purposes of lawful hunting or instruction in firearms safety, care, handling, or marksmanship; 

(2) A child has access to a firearm as a result of an unlawful entry into the place in which the 
firearm was found; 

(3) A child obtains a firearm in a lawful act of self-defense or defense of another person or 
persons within a domicile; 

(4) A child who, without permission of the lawful possessor of a firearm, obtains the firearm 
from the possessor's body.  
 

627A.03     Responsibility of Firearms Dealer 

(a) When selling any firearm, a licensed firearms dealer shall offer to sell or give the purchaser a 
trigger lock or similar device which prevents the firearm from discharging. 

(b) At every purchase counter in every store, shop or sales outlet, licensed firearms dealers shall 
conspicuously post the following warning in block letters not less than one inch (1″) in height: 
"IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM WHERE CHILDREN CAN 
OBTAIN ACCESS." The same warning shall be distributed to each firearm purchaser at the time 
of the sale of a firearm. 

  
627A.99     Penalties 

(a) Whoever violates the provisions of Section 627A.02 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
first degree. 

(b) Whoever violates the provisions of Section 627A.03 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the 
third degree.  
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(a) No person shall sell, offer or display for sale, give, lend or transfer ownership of, acquire or 
possess any assault weapon. 

(b) This section shall not apply to any officer, agent, or employee of this or any other state or the 
United States, members of the armed forces of the United States or the organized militia of this 
or any other state, and law enforcement officers as defined in division (k) of Section 601.01, to 
the extent that any such person is authorized to acquire or possess an assault weapon and is 
acting within the scope of his duties. Further, this section shall not apply to the transportation of 
firearms through the City of Cleveland in accordance with federal law. 

628.04     Seizure and Destruction of Assault Weapons 

Any assault weapon is hereby declared to be contraband and shall be seized and disposed of in 
accordance with RC 2933.43. 

628.99     Penalty 

Whoever violates Section 628.03 is guilty of unlawful possession of an assault weapon, and shall 
be sentenced to six months imprisonment and fined one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and no part 
of said sentence shall be reduced in any manner. 

627.02     Carrying Concealed Weapons 

(a) No person shall knowingly carry or have, concealed on his person or concealed ready at hand, 
any deadly weapon. 

(b) This section does not apply to officers, agents or employees of this or any other state or the 
United States, or to law enforcement officers, authorized to carry concealed weapons or 
dangerous ordnance, and acting within the scope of their duties. 

(c) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section of carrying or having control of a 
weapon other than dangerous ordnance, that the actor was not otherwise prohibited by law from 
having the weapon, and that any of the following apply: 

(1) The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the actor for defensive purposes, while the 
actor was engaged in or was going to or from the actor's lawful business or occupation, which 
business or occupation was of such character or was necessarily carried on in such manner or at 
such a time or place as to render the actor particularly susceptible to criminal attack, such as 
would justify a prudent person in going armed. 

(2) The weapon was carried or kept ready at hand by the actor for defensive purposes, while the 
actor was engaged in a lawful activity and had reasonable cause to fear a criminal attack upon 
the actor or a member of his family, or upon the actor's home, such as would justify a prudent 
person in going armed. 
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in the actor's own home. 

(4) The weapon was being transported in a motor vehicle for any lawful purpose, and was not on 
the actor's person, and, if the weapon was a firearm, was carried in compliance with the 
applicable requirements of division (c) of Section 627.04. 

(d) This section shall not apply if: 

(1) The offender has previously been convicted of a violation of this section or of any offense of 
violence as defined in Section 601.01 or RC 2909.01; 

(2) The weapon involved is a firearm which is either loaded or for which the offender has 
ammunition ready at hand; 

(3) The weapon involved is dangerous ordnance: 

(4) The weapon involved is a firearm and the violation of this section is committed at premises 
for which a D permit has been issued under Chapter 4303 of the Revised Code; 

(5) The offense is committed aboard an aircraft, or with purpose to carry a concealed weapon 
aboard an aircraft, regardless of the weapon involved; 

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of division (a) of Section 601.99, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of carrying concealed weapons, a misdemeanor, and shall be fined one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) and imprisoned for six months. 

No part of this sentence shall, in any case, be suspended or otherwise reduced except that any 
person convicted under this section, if he is at the time of such conviction shown to be gainfully 
employed, shall be released each day from the workhouse or other place of incarceration, to go to 
work, and shall at the conclusion of each such working day, during the term of his sentence, 
promptly return to the workhouse or place of incarceration until his sentence has been served. 

 
627.04     Improperly Handling Firearms in a Motor Vehicle 

(a) No person shall knowingly discharge a firearm while in or on a motor vehicle. 

(b) No person shall knowingly transport or have a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle, in such 
manner that the firearm is accessible to the operator or any passenger without leaving the 
vehicle. 

(c) No person shall knowingly transport or have a firearm in a motor vehicle, unless it is 
unloaded, and is carried in one of the following ways: 

(1) In a closed package, box or case; 
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(3) In plain sight and secured in a rack or holder made for the purpose; 

(4) In plain sight with the action open or the weapon stripped, or, if the firearm is of a type on 
which the action will not stay open or which cannot easily be stripped, in plain sight. 

(d) This section does not apply to officers, agents or employees of this or any other state or the 
United States, or to law enforcement officers authorized to carry or have loaded or accessible 
firearms in motor vehicles, and acting within the scope of their duties. 

(e) The affirmative defenses contained in Section 627.02(c)(1) and (2) are affirmative defenses to 
a charge under subsection (b) or (c) hereof. 

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 601.13 or 601.99(a), whoever violates this section 
is guilty of improperly handling firearms in a motor vehicle, and shall be fined not less than three 
hundred dollars ($300.00), nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), and imprisoned for not 
less than three days, nor more than six months. No part of this sentence shall, in any case 
whatsoever, be suspended or otherwise reduced. 

(g) As used in this section, "unloaded" means, with respect to a firearm employing a percussion 
cap, flintlock or other obsolete ignition system, when the weapon is uncapped, or when the 
priming charge is removed from the pan. 

 

627.06     Unlawful Transactions in Weapons 

(a) No person shall: 

(1) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement 
agency for authorized use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, 
switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity knife or spring-loaded weapon capable of 
propelling a knife or knifelike projectile, including, but not limited to, a ballistic knife 
(sometimes referred to commonly as a KGB knife) or similar weapon and/or advanced martial 
arts weapons, including, but not limited to shurikan (throwing star), nunchuck, sword, knife, 
staff, Tonfa, Kama, and Sai and/or other similar weapons. 

This paragraphs does not apply to the possession and/or use of advanced martial arts weapons on 
the premises of a recognized martial arts school or during the time said weapons are being 
transported directly to or from said premises. 

(2) As used in paragraph (a)(1) hereof, the following designated martial arts weapons are defined 
as follows: 
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by a piece of string, leather or chain. 

(b) "Sword"_a weapon with a long blade for cutting or thrusting designed, manufactured or 
marketed as a martial arts weapon. 

(c) "Knife"_a weapon consisting of a single- or double-edged short blade for cutting or throwing 
and designed, manufactured or marketed as a martial arts weapon. 

(d) "Staff"_a hardwood stick the size of which can vary from two to six feet in length which can 
be used to strike, to block, to jab, to hold and throw an opponent. 

(e) "Tonfa"_a hardwood shaft which measures about 17 inches in length with a handle 
approximately 4 1/2 inches in length affixed to the shaft. 

(f) "Kama"_an instrument consisting of a handle with a long curved single-edged blade affixed at 
the end of the handle. 

(g) "Sai"_a piece of steel or heavy metal that is approximately 12 inches in length with a pointed 
or blunted end and two prongs that extend down from the blade to form a handle and a protection 
for strikes. 

(3) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the 
transferee to exhibit such identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to 
acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Section 627.05 or RC 2933.17, or negligently fail to take 
a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to the sheriff of 
the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(4) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any 
firearm or dangerous ordnance in such person's possession or under his control; 

(5) Knowingly manufacture, possess for sale, sell, lend, give, acquire, furnish, purchase, own, 
possess, receive, have on or about his person or use any handgun which does not contain a serial 
number or other numerical identification, or which has had the serial number or other numerical 
identification obliterated. However, this prohibition shall not apply to any person who is in 
possession of such a handgun on June 9, 1975, and who within a period of thirty days thereafter 
presents such handgun to the Division of Police, which shall inscribe thereon a serial number 
according to a numbering system established by the Chief of Police. In no case shall a person 
sell, transfer, give, deliver or furnish to another a handgun which does not contain a serial 
number or other numerical identification or has had the serial number or other numerical 
identification obliterated. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of 
subsection (a)(1) or (3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Section 601.13 or 601.99(a), whoever violates subsection (a)(4) hereof shall be 
fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than two hundred fifty dollars 
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shall, in any case, whatsoever, be suspended or otherwise reduced. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Section 601.13 or 601.99(a), whoever violates subsection (a)(5) hereof shall be 
fined not less than three hundred dollars ($300.00), nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
and imprisoned not less than three days, nor more than six months. No part of this sentence shall, 
in any case whatsoever, be suspended or otherwise reduced. 

627.07     Reserved 

 
Note: Former Section 627.07 was repealed by Ord. No. 483-75, passed 6-9-75, eff. 6-9-75.  

627.08     Possession of Firearms by Minors 

(a) No minor shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his person or use any 
firearm except pursuant to Section 627.07(a)(3). 

(b) A juvenile who violates this section shall be adjudged an unruly child, with such disposition 
of the case as may be appropriate under RC Chapter 2151. 

 

 627.09     Possessing Deadly Weapons on Public Property 

(a) No person shall knowingly have in his possession or ready at hand any deadly weapon while 
on public property or in a public building. 

(b) For the purpose of this section, public property and public buildings shall include, but not be 
limited to parks, playgrounds, beaches, marinas, courthouses, auditoriums, stadiums, office 
buildings, jails, storage areas and yards, greenhouses, plants and works and any other property, 
building or structure owned, leased or rented by a governmental unit, to schools, colleges, and 
other learning institutions, whether public, private or parochial, and to churches, synagogues and 
other places of worship. 

(c) This section does not apply to officers, agents or employees of this or any other state or the 
United States, to law enforcement officers authorized to carry or possess deadly weapons or to 
persons with private or special police commissions, and acting within the scope of their duties, or 
if the deadly weapon was part of a public weapons display, show or exhibition or was in the 
possession of a person participating in an organized match, competition or practice session on 
public property, or in a public building. 

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 601.13 and 601.99(a), whoever violates this 
section is guilty of possessing deadly weapons on public property, and shall be fined not less 
than three hundred dollars ($300.00), nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), and 
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in any case whatsoever, be suspended or otherwise reduced. 

 

 627.10     Possessing Certain Weapons at or About Public Places 

(a) No person shall knowingly carry, have in his possession or ready at hand any handgun, BB 
gun, pellet gun, dangerous ordnance, shotgun, rifle, knife having a blade two and one-half inches 
in length or longer, brass knuckles, cestus, billy, karate stick, blackjack, sword or saber while at 
or about a public place. 

(b) As used in this section, "public place" means any place to which the general public has access 
and a right to resort for business, entertainment or other lawful purpose, but does not necessarily 
mean a place devoted solely to the uses of the public. It also includes the front or immediate area 
of any store, shop, restaurant, tavern or other place of business and any grounds, areas or parks 
where persons would congregate. 

(c) This section does not apply to officers, agents or employees of this or any other state or the 
United States, to law enforcement officers authorized to carry or possess deadly weapons or to 
persons with private or special police commissions, and acting within the scope of their duties. 

(d) This section shall not apply if any weapon in division (a) of this section was part of a public 
weapon display, show or exhibition, or was in the possession of a person participating in an 
organized match, competition or practice session. 

(e) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that the actor was not otherwise 
prohibited by law from possessing the weapon, and that the weapon was kept ready at hand by 
the actor for defense purposes, while he was engaged in his lawful business or occupation, which 
business or occupation was of such character or at such a place as to render the actor particularly 
susceptible to criminal attack, such as would justify a prudent man in having the weapon ready at 
hand. 

(f) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that the actor was not otherwise 
prohibited by law from possessing a knife having a blade two and one-half inches in length or 
longer, and that either (i) the actor at the time was engaged in a lawful business or pursuit and 
that business or pursuit requires a knife having a blade two and one-half inches in length or 
longer as a tool of trade or pursuit, or (ii) the knife having a blade two and one-half inches in 
length or longer was kept ready at hand by the actor for defense purposes, while he was engaged 
in his lawful business or occupation, which business or occupation was of such character or at 
such a place as to render the actor particularly susceptible to criminal attack, such as would 
justify a prudent man in having such a knife ready at hand. 

(g) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 601.13 and division (a) of Section 601.99, 
whoever violates this section is guilty of possessing certain weapons on or about public places 
and shall be fined not less than three hundred dollars ($300.00), nor more than one thousand 
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rgdollars ($1,000), and imprisoned for not less than three (3) days, nor more than six (6) months. 
No part of this sentence shall, in any case whatsoever, be suspended or otherwise reduced.  
 

627.11     Seizure and Confiscation of Deadly Weapons 

(a) In any situation where a deadly weapon is present and a person has been drinking or 
disturbing the peace, threatening bodily harm or causing or threatening a disturbance or violence, 
and there is reasonable cause for the investigating police officer to believe that such deadly 
weapon may be used to cause bodily harm, such deadly weapon may be seized by the police and 
kept in the custody of the Chief of Police until released by an order of a court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

(b) Any deadly weapon seized by a police officer upon the arrest of any person, firm or 
corporation charged with a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, or any felony or 
misdemeanor involving the use of a deadly weapon or the use of force or violence or the threat of 
the use of force or violence against the person of another, shall be confiscated by the Division of 
Police for disposal. However, any deadly weapon seized which has been reported stolen shall be 
returned to the owner thereof, unless possession by the owner would constitute a violation of any 
provision of these Codified Ordinances or of State or Federal law. 

 

627.16     Unlawful Display of Weapons 

(a) No person, firm or corporation shall exhibit for sale in showcases or show windows any 
revolvers, daggers, stilettoes, brass or iron knuckles and billies, or display any signs, posters, 
cartoons or display cards, suggesting the sale of such weapons. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful display of weapons, a misdemeanor of the 
first degree. 

 

 549.01  POSSESSION/DISCHARGING FIREARMS OR DANGEROUS WEAPONS.
 
 
 
 

 f 
     (a)     No person shall possess or discharge any air gun, rifle, shotgun, revolver, pistol, 
irearm, switch blade, hunting knife, dagger, metal knuckles, slingshot or other dangerous 

weapon. 
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     (b)     This section does not apply when firearms are possessed or used by a ranger in the 
execution of his office or by designated Zoo personnel for animal escape or containment 
purposes or when otherwise possessed as authorized by park district permit or valid license or 
temporary emergency license to carry a concealed handgun under Section 549.04. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
     (c)     Whoever violates this section shall be fined not more than one hundred fifty dollars 
($150.00) for the first offense and not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each 
subsequent offense. 
 

549.99  PENALTY.  
 
 
 
 

      (EDITOR'S NOTE:  See Section 501.99 for penalties applicable to any misdemeanor 
classification.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 


